Commissioning Ceremony of INAS 316
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COMMISSIONING
OF
INAS 316 SQUADRON
IN PRESENCE
OF
ADMIRAL R HARI KUMAR
PVSM, AVSM, VSM, ADC
CHIEF OF THE NAVAL STAFF
29 MAR 2022
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Navy’s second P-81 aircraft squadron
was commissioned into the Indian
Navy on 29 March 2022. Adm R Hari
Kumar, the Chief of the Naval Staff was
the Chief Guest for the event. Addressing
the gathering, Adm R Hari Kumar stated
that “India is the ‘Preferred Security
Partner’ in the Indian Ocean region
which reflects our country’s ability to
play an effective strategic role in the
region, and need to expand its operational
reach. The Indian Navy is integral to
this commitment and in pursuance of
this objective, commissioning of INAS
316 marked yet another milestone
towards enhancing maritime security and
surveillance in the Indian Ocean Region”.
INAS 316 has been christened
‘Condors’ which are one of the largest
flying land birds with a massive wingspan.
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The insignia of the squadron depicts a
‘Condor’ searching over the vast blue
expanse of the sea. ‘Condors’ are known
for excellent sensory capabilities, powerful
and sharp talons and large massive wings
symbolising the capabilities of the aircraft
and envisaged roles of the squadron.
INAS 316 will operate the Boeing
P-81 aircraft, a multi-role Long Range
Maritime Reconnaissance Anti-Submarine
Warfare (LRMR ASW) aircraft, that
can be equipped with a range of air-
to-ship missiles and torpedoes. The
‘Game Changer’ aircraft is a potent
platform for maritime surveillance
and strike, electronic warfare missions,
search and rescue, providing targeting
data to weapon platforms, providing
time-critical surveillance information
for IA and IAF and is also the platform
of choice for detecting and neutralising



