
56

on–the–spot report

Air Force Training College

“Bhartiya Vayu Sena Gurukul”
Air Force Training College, Bangalore: 
History and Achievements
 The Air Force Training College (AFTC), located in 
Bangalore, is one of the premier training institutions 
for the Indian Air Force (IAF). Established with the aim 
of producing highly skilled officers who would serve in 
various branches of the IAF, the AFTC has a rich legacy of 
excellence in training military personnel. With its diverse 
history and a series of significant milestones, AFTC 
continues to play a pivotal role in shaping the future of the 
Indian Air Force.

History of Air Force  
Training College
 The journey of the Air Force Training College traces 
back to the early years of the Indian Air Force, which 
was established in 1932. Initially, training for the Air 
Force personnel was conducted through various scattered 
initiatives and courses. However, as the demands for 
professional and comprehensive training increased, the 
IAF recognised the need for a centralised institution.
 In 1949, the Indian Air Force Training College was 
officially established in Bangalore, Karnataka. The city 
of Bangalore, which is known for its pleasant weather 
and growing defence infrastructure, was chosen as the 
location due to its strategic advantages. The college’s 
primary objective was to provide professional education 
and rigorous training to officers in various specialisations, 
ensuring they were well prepared to serve in the rapidly 
expanding IAF.

 The initial focus of the AFTC was to offer basic training 
to officers, as well as specialised courses in flying, ground 
training, and technical expertise. Over time, the institution 
expanded its scope and evolved into a comprehensive 
training facility that catered to both young recruits and 


